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Data Collection

Full network data for 6 relations:
• friendship, political discussion, studying together, spending

time together, esteem, and dislike.

Dormitories in 14 universities, 9 states:
• Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota,

Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin.

Self-reported survey data for 2012-2013:
• Analyses based on data from 790 students, collected in 4

waves: Aug and Nov 2012, Aug and Nov 2013

Own and Peer Knowledge
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Political knowledge at the end of the semester is predicted by 
the knowledge of one’s friends, and not by the knowledge of 
political discussion ties.

Selection or influence? The political knowledge of incoming 
new students in the beginning of the term is not predicted 
by the knowledge of their friends or discussion partners.

Multilevel network autocorrelation models, random intercept for university.
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Multilevel network autocorrelation models, random intercept for university.

Political Knowledge and Political Discussion
Discussion Ties: Multilevel dyadic logit model (Universities > Students > Observations) 

• More likely among friends (LOR = 1.71, SE = .03)
• More likely among students who spend time together (LOR = 1.70, SE = .03)
• More likely among same-gender students (LOR = .18, SE = .03)
• Less likely among students with similar party identification (LOR = -.05, SE = .01)
• More likely among students with higher political interest (LOR = .16, SE = .02)
• Not significantly predicted by students’ levels of political knowledge (LOR = .01, SE = .01)
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Political Knowledge

Political knowledge items:

1. What is the political office held by Joe Biden?
2. Who determines whether a law is constitutional?
3. How much of a majority is required for the US

House and Senate to override a Presidential Veto?
4. Which party currently holds a majority in the House?
5. Which party currently holds a majority in the Senate?
6. Which party is considered more conservative?

Research Questions:

• How do friendship and discussion ties affect
individual levels of political knowledge?

• How do political knowledge levels and ideological
homophily affect political discussion ties?

Overview: The Big Picture

Meaningful participation in the political process is premised upon conversations among informed citizens. 
This work investigates the interplay of social structures and individual political knowledge. We find that it’s 
not political discussion partners, but close friends that have an impact on young Americans’ familiarity with 
the political system. 
The study further examines the formation of political discussion ties across ideological groups and levels of 
political knowledge. Results suggest that interpersonal relations play a role in the selection of conversation 
partners. We find no evidence that discussion ties are driven by a preference for ideological homogeneity.
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2013 friendship network, node size based on political knowledge
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